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INTRODUCTION  

Vodacom (Pty) Ltd (“Vodacom”) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the “Second Draft Radio Frequency 

Spectrum Assignment Plan for the frequency band 825 to 830 MHz and 870 to 875 MHz for public consultation” 

(“the Second Draft Assignment Plan”)1 as published by ICASA (“the Authority”) in Government Gazette No. 41082, 

Notice Number 648 of 1 September 2017.  

Vodacom confirms its willingness to participate in any further consultative process, which the Authority may 

undertake in this regard.  

Our submission is comprised of two parts: 

 Part A: Vodacom’s comments in principle on the Second Draft Assignment Plan; 

 Part B: Vodacom's specific comments on the Second Draft Assignment Plan. 

  

                                                                        
1 Independent Communications Authority of South Africa, Notice 648 of 2017 Government Gazette No. 41080, of 1 

September 2017   
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1 Part A: In Principle Comments 

Vodacom notes that Second Draft Assignment Plan is unchanged in substance from the First Draft Assignment 

Plan2 with the exception of sections 8 and 9 dealing with Assignment and Revocation or Amendment.  

Vodacom refers the Authority to its earlier submission on the Draft International Mobile Telecommunications 

Roadmap3 where Vodacom expressed the position that: 

"IMT 850 is not a feasible band in a harmonized Region 1 IMT 800 band planning environment. The 

interference issues of having an uplink and downlink block less than 3MHz apart is of significant concern 

and this would require radio coordination to mitigate interference. In addition, Vodacom's view is that it 

would be preferable for Neotel to migrate to a harmonized IMT 8000 LTE assignment as this seems the 

only practical option for ensuring unobstructed national deployment" 

In the same submission, Vodacom also observed that "Similar coverage obligations for both 800 and 850 MHz 

would likely lead to significant interference between 850 MHz and 800 MHz deployments." 

The National Radio Frequency Spectrum Plan4 states that "In South Africa the use of the 800 MHz band will take 

precedence over the use of the 850 MHz band."   

Vodacom implores the Authority to follow a rigorous, rational and prudent process to determine amongst other 

things: 

 If the current assignment of CDMA850 spectrum is used efficiently enough to justify migration instead of 

revoking the licence. If migration is justified, what is the most economically optimal destination for 

migration; 

 What the likely economic impact of interference between the 825 - 830 MHz IMT850 uplink channel and 

the 791 - 812 MHz IMT800 downlink channel will be; 

 The overall long-term cost versus benefits of deviating from ITU Region 1 harmonisation with respect to 

the co-existence of IMT800 and IMT850. 

Vodacom confirms that its position remains unchanged and that Vodacom opposes the possible implementation 

of IMT850 (3GPP band 5) co-existing with IMT 800 (3GPP band 20). 

  

                                                                        
2 Independent Communications Authority of South Africa, Notice1014 of 2014 Government Gazette 38214 of 14 November 

2014 
3 Independent Communications Authority of South Africa, Notice 729 of 2014 Government Gazette 37948 of 27 August 2014 
4 Independent Communications Authority of South Africa, Government Gazette 36336 of 28 June 2013 
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2 Part B: Specific Comments 

Where applicable, Vodacom refers the Authority to extracts from Vodacom's submission on the First Draft 

Assignment Plan2. 

2.1 Section 4: Channeling Plan 
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2.2 Section 5 Requirements for usage of radio frequency spectrum 

2.2.1 Section 5.6.1 

 

2.2.2 Section 5.6.2 
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2.2.3 Section 5.6.3 

 

2.2.4 Section 5.6.4 

 

2.3 Section 7 Co-ordination Requirements 

 

2.4 Section 9 Amendment 

2.4.1 Section 9.2 and Section 9.4 

Vodacom requests that the Authority defines the "performance period". 

2.4.2 Section 9.5 

Vodacom notes that the Authority recognizes that "there may be issues with respect to interference that may be 

experienced by typical applications using apparatus in the 863-870MHz band which may operate on an license 

exempt basis".  

Vodacom submits that it would be imprudent to proceed with the assignment of IMT850 spectrum without a 

thorough understanding of the impact of interference on the Short-Range Devices in use in South Africa. The 

adverse impact of interference on safety of life devices such as pacemakers must be of particular concern to the 

Authority. 
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END 


