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Chairperson: Signal Distribution Council Committee
ICASA
Email: signaldistribution@icasa.org.za
27 February 2026
Dear Committee Chairperson
RADIO PULPIT NPC: SUBMISSIONS ON THE DRAFT SIGNAL DISTRIBUTION REGULATIONS 2026
1. INTRODUCTION
a. Radio Pulpit NPC (RP) is the licensee in respect of an AM community of interest (Christian) sound broadcasting service, namely, Radio Pulpit.
b. In Notice 3731, published in Government Gazette No. 53966 dated 16 January 2026, the Independent Communications Authority of South Africa (ICASA) published Draft Signal Distribution Services Regulations 2026 (the Draft Regs 2026) for public notice and comment. 
c. RP notes that a number of its previous joint submissions with Primedia (Pty) Ltd have been included in the Draft Regs 2026. 
d. RP confines itself to a few outstanding matters that are of particular concern and requests an opportunity to make representations at any oral hearings to be held.
2. AD Regulation 1 - DEFNITIONS
a. RP is of the view that although Sentech is defined in regulation 1 as being the “common carrier”, its obligation to provide signal distribution services to all licensed broadcasters is insufficiently emphasised in the Draft Regs 2026.
b. This is a matter of particular concern to RP given that:
i. it is an AM broadcaster and there is no FM alternative that would allow it to cover its existing licensed coverage area in Gauteng, Mpumalanga, North-West and Limpopo; and
ii. Sentech has already indicated to Radio Pulpit and others that medium wave (AM) is a “sunset technology” and that it no longer wishes to provide AM services going forward.
c. RP sees Sentech’s stance as posing an existential threat to it as a long-standing AM broadcaster given the lack of FM alternatives in its coverage area.
d. Consequently, RP proposes that the definitions of “Terrestrial signal distribution AM sound broadcasting services”, “Terrestrial signal distribution FM sound broadcasting services”, and “Terrestrial signal distribution television broadcasting services”, be amended to further emphasise Sentech’s common carrier obligations such that they read as follows:
“Terrestrial signal distribution AM sound broadcasting services” means a wholesale terrestrial signal distribution AM sound broadcasting service required to be provided by Sentech to a broadcasting service licensee in the Republic upon request”;
“Terrestrial signal distribution FM sound broadcasting services” means a wholesale terrestrial signal distribution FM sound broadcasting service required to be provided by Sentech to a broadcasting service licensee in the Republic” upon request; and
“Terrestrial signal distribution television broadcasting services” means a wholesale terrestrial signal distribution television broadcasting service required to be provided by Sentech to a broadcasting service licensee in the Republic upon request”.
3. AD REGULATION 8(c)(i)
a. RP is of the view that it is essential that ICASA publishes the draft ROs for public notice and comment.
b. Consequently it is of the view that the word “may” in sub-regulation 8(c)(i) ought to be replaced with the word “must” to make such notice and comment publication a peremptory obligation upon ICASA in the interests of transparency and good governance of the signal distribution sector. 
4. AD PARAGRAPH 5 of APPENDIX A
a. RP is extremely concerned about the paucity of detail in this paragraph given the fact of Sentech’s waning ability to maintain high service levels as is being experienced by numerous broadcasters.
b. As ICASA is aware, its MW transmitter site was severely vandalized last year resulting in RP being off-air for nearly three weeks. 
c. RP is of the view that penalties must be payable by Sentech (either as direct payments to broadcasting service licensees or as set-offs against monthly fees to Sentech payable by broadcasting service licensees) where service levels drop below those guaranteed by Sentech.
d. Further, paragraph 5 does not even mention “service level guarantees” despite these having been part of draft regulation 8(b)(vi) in the previous iteration of the Draft Regulations published in 2005.
e. It is vital that paragraph 5 be amended to refer to both service level guarantees and penalties for non-compliance therewith. 
5. RP thanks ICASA for the opportunity to make these written submissions. 
We trust that you find the above to be in order. Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any queries or require any further information. 

[image: A black background with lines

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Yours Sincerely


Rev. Karel Verhoef
CEO : Radio Pulpit
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