DCF MUNICIPAL COMMENTS / INPUTS ON THE DRAFT AMENDMENT TO MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS BROADCASTING REGULATIONS, 2026
1. Recognition of Municipal Communication Responsibilities
Municipalities carry a constitutional mandate to provide information to communities, including service delivery updates, disaster alerts, governance communication, and electoral awareness. We welcome ICASA’s continued efforts to create a fair and regulated environment for political broadcasting, as this directly supports stable and informed local democracy.

2. Clarity on the Distinction Between Government Communication and Political Messaging
Municipalities request that ICASA provide clearer guidelines to broadcasters to prevent:
· Municipal service delivery announcements being misinterpreted as political advertising during the election period.
· Restrictions that unintentionally limit municipalities from communicating operational or emergency information (e.g., water shutdowns, disaster warnings, health notices).
Proposed addition:
ICASA should issue an advisory circular clarifying that essential service-related communication by municipalities does not constitute political advertising, provided it is non-partisan and factual.

3. Equitable Access for Local Government Stakeholders
Rural and semi-urban municipalities rely heavily on community radio. We request improved safeguarding to ensure:
· Community radio stations do not prioritize political actors with financial capacity.
· Community broadcasters remain accessible to all stakeholders, including municipalities, during the election period.
Recommended amendment:
Community broadcasters should publish transparent rate cards and provide equal scheduling for all recognised stakeholders.



4. Reconsideration of Excluding Low-Power Radio Stations
Low-power radio stations (mall radios, campus radios, etc.) are widely used by municipalities for outreach programmes, especially in rural communities.
Municipal concern:
The prohibition on PEBs and PAs for low-power broadcasters may:
· Reduce localised access to political information.
· Disadvantages of remote communities reliant on these platforms.
Recommendation:
ICASA should consider allowing low-power stations to broadcast approved PEBs/PAs, provided:
· They have editorial capacity,
· They comply with fair coverage rules,
· Participation is voluntary.

5. Operational Feasibility for Municipal Communication Units
The reduction of PEB to 40 seconds and the requirement for specific technical standards may affect local broadcasters’ capacity.
Recommendation:
ICASA should consider:
· Establishing a technical assistance helpdesk for municipalities, small political parties, and independent candidates.
· Allowing alternative formats for rural broadcasters with limited production capacity.

6. Strengthening Community Awareness on the Complaints Process
Municipal communication offices often serve as the first point of contact for public complaints about political broadcasting.
Recommendation:
ICASA should partner with District Municipal Communication Forums (DCF) to:
· Disseminate simplified guidelines on how communities can lodge complaints.
· Provide municipalities with promotional materials on the ICASA complaint channels.

7. Fair Representation of Independent Candidates
Municipalities support the inclusion of independent candidates but raise the following concerns:
· Community broadcasters need guidance on managing high numbers of independents.
· Small local stations may be overwhelmed by multiple submissions.
Recommendation:
ICASA should develop a standardized scheduling template to help smaller broadcasters allocate independent candidate slots fairly.

8. Protection of Municipal Communication Platforms from Political Exploitation
Municipal social media platforms and community outreach programmes sometimes become targets for political misuse.
Municipal request:
ICASA should include language discouraging political parties from using municipal government communications platforms for political gain.
Proposed clause:
“Municipal-owned communication platforms shall not be used for political election broadcasting or advertising.”

9. Assurance on Non-Interference with Municipal Communications
Municipalities seek confirmation that the regulations:
· Do not restrict normal municipal communication activities.
· Do not require municipalities to provide airtime to political actors.
· Are strictly applicable to broadcasting licensees, political parties, and independent candidates.

10. Request for Capacity-Building Workshops
Municipal communication units request district-based training sessions by ICASA on:
· Political broadcasting regulations,
· Complaints management,
· Equitable treatment compliance,
· Media monitoring expectations during the election period.
This will strengthen governance and compliance at local level.

11. Recommendation for a Harmonised Electoral Communications Framework
Municipalities propose that ICASA collaborates with:
· The IEC,
· GCIS,
· MDDA,
to create a unified, clearer, and simplified municipal election communication guide, because municipalities must navigate all three institutions during the election period.

