
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

he proposed framework represents an important  toward enhancing regulatory 
certainty, encouraging investment in advanced satellite systems, and aligning South Africa with 
evolving international regulatory practices applicable to satellite-enabled connectivity 
architectures. 
 

 
 

  
 

AST SpaceMobile welcomes the introduction of the proposed registration mechanism for foreign 
satellite 
supports this mechanism as an administrative transparency measure intended to provide ICASA 
with visibility of satellite systems operating or intending to operate in South Africa, while avoiding 
unnecessary market entry barriers. This administrative approach should operate with 

ng 
frameworks. 

 
AST SpaceMobile further welcomes that the proposed registration is free of charge and does not 
constitute market access authorization. In this context, AST SpaceMobile supports ICASA  
proposal that the registration process would be limited to the verification and acknowledgment 
of the information submitted by the satellite operator, including the relevant ITU filings and 
recording references, and would not involve a separate technical, coordination, or market access 
assessment beyond the information required under Form F. 

 



 
 

 
 

This approach is appropriate and proportionate, as it supports regulatory visibility, facilitates 
communication between ICASA and satellite operators, and preserves 
attractiveness for satellite investment and innovation. 
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AST SpaceMobile acknowledges the importance of protecting Radio Astronomy operations and 

coexistence between satellite systems and protected astronomy services. AST SpaceMobile has 
actively engaged with the radio astronomy community and has participated in coordination 
efforts with leading astronomy institutions to assess and mitigate potential impacts of satellite 
operations on radio astronomy observations. These activities have included technical discussions 
and interference testing initiatives associated with radio telescope facilities in the United States, 
as well as engagement related to the protection of radio astronomy sites associated with the 
Square Kilometre Array (SKA) program. AST SpaceMobile also supports broader industry 
initiatives aimed at advancing the principles of Dark and Quiet Skies and promoting the 
sustainable coexistence of satellite communications and scientific services. Therefore, with 
respect to the SKA facilities and other protected radio astronomy sites in South Africa, AST 
SpaceMobile welcomes the opportunity to extend and strengthen this coordination with South 
African authorities and the radio astronomy community to ensure the continued protection of 
these important scientific assets while enabling innovative satellite communications services. 

AST SpaceMobile 
for a balanced approach that safeguards Radio Astronomy interests while also facilitating satellite 
connectivity, innovation, and compliance with international standards. 

 
AST SpaceMobile notes that the proposed framework requires satellite space segment operators 
to coordinate with the relevant Management Authority prior to commencing operations and 



 
 

 
 

further references ITU-R Recommendation RA.769-2 and the Radio Astronomy Protection Levels 
Regulations (No. R.90 of 2012). 

 
In this regard, AST SpaceMobile understands that the applicable protection and coordination 
requirements are intended to be implemented in accordance with the ITU Radio Regulations and 
the associated internationally recognized ITU-R protection criteria applicable to Radio Astronomy 
services,  
AST SpaceMobile  
 

  
 

AST SpaceMobile 

 
 
AST SpaceMobile

 
 

  
 

 
 

AST SpaceMobile 

 
 

  
 

 
We also 



 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

AST SpaceMobile notes that the current draft regulations do not explicitly establish a regulatory 
-to- -NTN 

operations.  AST SpaceMobile requests that these issues be addressed in the near term.  
However, AST SpaceMobile recognizes the overall positive direction of the Authority toward 
enabling NGSO satellite systems, encouraging innovation, and modernizing the satellite 
regulatory environment in South Africa. 

 
AST SpaceMobile further notes that the proposed framework introduces important regulatory 
concepts associated with foreign satellite space segment registration, gateway earth station 
deployment, and streamlined satellite operational frameworks, which can support future 
evolution toward MSS/NTN and satellite-mobile integration use cases within the existing 

ECS
ECNS  licensing environment.  

 
In this regard, AST SpaceMobile would appreciate confirmation from the Authority that MSS/NTN 
and D2D architectures will be enabled within the current ECS/ECNS framework through 
appropriately licensed operators and spectrum holders, including satellite-mobile integration 
utilizing unmodified mobile devices and IMT spectrum integration.

 
 

AST SpaceMobile also requests that the Authority maintain a technology-neutral and service-
neutral regulatory approach capable of accommodating developments associated with satellite-
mobile convergence, IMT-NTN evolution, and next-generation satellite connectivity 
architectures. This 

 

 






